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claims 

What is claimed is: 

1, A method for persistently copying and pasting a source range 
of cells onto one or multiple destination ranges of cells, in a 
multi dimensional spreadsheet comprising a plurality of cells 
identified by a cell address along each dimension, a range of 
cells comprising one or a plurality of cells, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

• performing a persistent copy operation, said operation 
comprising the steps of: 

• selecting a source range of cells; 

• copying the source reference range of cells onto a buffer; 

• performing a persistent paste operation, said operation 
comprising the steps of: 

• selecting one or a plurality destination range of cells; 
for each selected destination range of cells: 

• copying the content of said buffer onto the selected 
destination range of cells; 

• associating the source range of cells with the destination 
range of cells; 

• automatically performing a copy operation each time the source 
range of cells is updated, said operation comprising the steps 
of: 
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• determining whether the source range of cells is associated 
with one or a plurality of destination range of cells; and 

If the source range of cells is associated with one or a 
plurality of destination range of cells: 

• copying the source range of cells onto the one or plurality 
of associated destination range of cells. 

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the step of copying the source 
range of cells onto a buffer further comprises the steps of: 

• associating a first variable with said source range of 
cells; and 

• setting said first variable to a first value. 

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
associating a first variable with said source range of cells 
further comprises the steps of: 

• storing in a table means, preferably an address or a name, 
for identifying said source range of cells; and 

• associating in said table said first variable with said 
means for identifying said source range of cells; 

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
associating the source range of cells with the destination range 
of cells, further comprises the steps of: 

• setting the first variable associated with the source range 
of cells to a second value; 

• associating a second variable with said destination 
reference range of cells; 
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• setting the second variable associated with the destination 
range of cells to a third value; and 

• associating the first variable associated with the source 
range of cells with the second variable associated with the 

5 destination range of cells. 

5, The method according to the claim 4, wherein the step of 
associating a second variable with said destination reference 
range of cells further comprises the steps of: 

• storing in the table means, preferably an address or a name, 
for identifying said destination reference range of cells; 
and 

• associating in said table said second variable with said 
means for identifying said source reference range of cells. 

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein the step of 
determining whether the source range of cells is associated with 
one or a plurality of destination range of cells further 
comprises the step of: 

• determining in said table whether said means for identifying 
the source range of cells is associated with means for 
identifying one or a plurality of destination range of 
cells . 

The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of setting a 
value to a variable associated with a range of cells further 
comprise the step of: 

25 • displaying the range of cells according to the value of said 
variable . 
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8* The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
performing a persistent copy operation comprises the step of: 

• invoking a persistent copy command, 

and wherein the step of performing a persistent paste operation 
further comprises the step of: 

• invoking a persistent paste command. 
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